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Here for Winona Area 
Businesses
Christie Ransom, President & CEO
Winona Area Chamber of Commerce

Over the past several months, we have been working hard 
at the State Capitol to �ght for legislation that will be 
business friendly, knowing that many of the bills proposed 
would a�ect businesses in our region, as well as across the 
state of Minnesota. Now that the session is over, we have 
seen what has unfolded, and it is now our job to ensure 
that all businesses are prepared. 

As with during the height of the pandemic, we are going to 
work on webinars and education to ensure that businesses 
understand the implications of the bills, how to implement 
them, the dates to be aware of, and the �nes and 
regulations attached to them. 

We realize that there are so many challenges ahead and 
while the work at the State Capitol is complete, the work

for businesses has only begun. Our concern remains 
steadfast that as the bedrock of our economy, businesses 
are critical to growth and stability for both our workforce 
and our communities.

As we work to help businesses through these next hurdles, 
we are also working toward some meaningful legislation in 
the US Congress. I was fortunate to spend several days in 
June in Washington, DC speaking to members of the 
Minnesota Congressional Delegation regarding 
permitting reform, the Farm Bill, the Tax Bill, 
Antitrust and Noncompete Agreements, 
comprehensive immigration reform to help meet 
the workforce needs of our businesses, and 
international trade.

As our political landscape ebbs and flows, so will we. 
We promise to be a nimble leader to help you navigate 
these changes. We will walk alongside you to support 
and assist you in learning and adapting to the new 
laws and regulations you face. Additionally, we hear 
your struggles and continue to fight for all of you to 
create a wonderful business climate. We see you. And we 
will be here for you.

Main Street Corner
July 2023
Anna Sibenaller, Director of
Main Street Programs

Can you believe we’re more than halfway through 2023? 
Time sure does �y. The good news is that there are so many 
exciting things still to come this summer in downtown 
Winona. 

Make sure to visit your favorite downtown shops and 
discover something new during Crazy Days, July 14-16. 
There will be many specials and promotions to enjoy, and 
it’s always a great time to shop small and show your 
support of our local businesses! 

We’ve revamped Dine Out Downtown into our Winona in 
the Street series – one Friday a month from June through 
September, we’ll close a few blocks of 3rd Street and have 
entertainment and curiosities for all ages to explore and 
enjoy (at a very affordable price – free!).

July 21, 5-8 p.m. – Books in the Street: Like the Scholastic 
Book Fair of your childhood – but with more excitement 
and variety.

August 18, 5-8 p.m. – Art in the Street: Try your hand at all 
kinds of crafts during an Art Crawl and check out other 
makers’ wares. 

September 22, 6-9 p.m. – Salsa in the Street:  Learn to salsa 
(the dance) and get your swish on until the sun sets! 

A of course, we’re gearing up for Big Muddy Brew n’ Que 
on Labor Day weekend – wrap up the summer with 
delicious food, refreshing beverages, and tons of fun! Check 
out the Best in Area Grilling Competition, the Bloody Mary 
Tasting, a cornhole tournament, and so much more! 

For all things downtown Winona, visit 
winonamainstreet.com and follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram!  

Miller Scrap
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On June 2, we celebrated Champions Riverside 
Resort with an Ambassador ribbon cutting! Champions 
opened their brand-new ‘Legends Snack Bar’ located 
next to Legends Lagoon. They offer ice cream, a full 
bar, snack food, and fun for the campers and community. 

To learn more about Champions Riverside Resort or to 
book your weekend getaway, visit Champion's Riverside 
Resort (championsriversideresort.com) or call 
608.582.2995

Congratulations on 76 years of Steamboat Days! It was an 
amazing week. Please join us in congratulating Jim 
Vrchota on his title of the 2023 Steamboat Days Harbor 
Master and the Winona Steamboat Days Committee on 
another successful event!  

RIBBON CUTTINGSBIZ BITES

MWSCO (Mississippi Welders Supply Company) is pleased to announce the appointment of Troy Elmer to 
succeed Scott Myran as President of the company. A rigorous internal and external search revealed that 
Troy was the right individual to carry the company’s legacy forward. Troy has been in the industry for 33 
years, the last 23 with MWSCO. He brings a wealth of industry knowledge and deep appreciation of the 

company’s culture to the position.  A transition plan will be laid out to ensure a smooth handover, the backfilling 
of Troy’s previous roles, and the gradual ramp-down of Scott’s involvement.  MWSCO anticipates a formal 

handover in late Q3 or early Q4.

Paul Forrester, LGSW, MSW, a behavioral health therapist, joined the Behavioral Health team at Winona 
Health.

“When someone comes to see me, I want them to know that they are going to get the authentic me, and I want 
them to be comfortable being their authentic self, too. It’s important to see the whole person and not just a 

diagnosis,” said Forrester. “I also believe in being compassionate, understanding, and respectful. Mental health 
has always interested me and I want to help people succeed.”

Forrester earned his bachelor of science degree in Social Work from Viterbo University in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and his 
master’s degree in Social Work with a clinical focus from Winona State University. He’s been serving as a social worker for 
Winona Health’s Lake Winona Manor residents since 2018 and now, with his master’s degree, he’ll join the Behavioral Health 
team in providing mental health therapy in Winona Health’s Intensive Outpatient Program. 

“Winona Health is the first place I worked after earning my bachelor degree. I appreciate the flexibility and support I’ve 
received here – you don’t get that at every job,” Forrester noted.

For more information about Paul Forrester, LGSW, MSW, and Behavior Health Services, visit www.winonahealth.org. To schedule 
an appointment, call Winona Health Behavioral Health at 507.454.2606.

Addiction Medicine specialist Bruce Kerr, MD, joined the Behavioral Health team at Winona Health. 

“Addiction Medicine didn’t use to be a subspecialty, but I’ve always been interested in it,” said Dr. Kerr. “Prior 
to focusing on Addiction Medicine, my medical experience encompassed Internal Medicine, Emergency and 

Urgent Care – in all of those settings I’ve cared for people in situations where addressing addiction could play 
a part in helping them get well.” 

Dr. Kerr said his patients can expect empathetic listening and the most up-to-date treatment for medical support. “The 
practice of medicine is all about communication. Tell me your story and we’ll figure it out. If I can get to know my patients, I can 
better help them.” He also noted that doctors are motivated by results, and said, “Medications can decrease relapse rates.” 

Dr. Kerr is board certified in Addiction Medicine (ABPM). He is also a board-certified Internal Medicine doctor and is a member 
of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM).  He earned his Medical Degree at the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis. 

For more information about Behavioral Health at Winona Health, visit www.winonahealth.org. To schedule an appointment, call 
507.454.2606.

The Winona Area Public Schools board unanimously voted to select Brad Berzinski as the district’s next 
superintendent. 

“The board is thrilled to have Brad begin as a superintendent in WAPS,” chair Nancy Denzer said. “He did an 
exceptional job in both the first and second interviews. He is well prepared to help move our district forward.”

Berzinski attended Winona Area Public Schools and is a Winona Senior High School graduate. He previously served as an 
athletic director, principal, and teacher in the district. He is currently the principal of St. Charles High School. 

Berzinski officially began as superintendent on July 1, 2023. 

The Board of Trustees of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities has named Kenneth Janz to serve 
as interim president of Winona State University. The appointment becomes effective Aug. 1, 2023.

“Ken Janz is well regarded by faculty and leadership and has garnered the respect and trust of the broader 
Winona State University community during his time at WSU,” said Devinder Malhotra, chancellor of Minnesota 

State. “Both Chancellor Designate Olson and I are confident that he will provide effective and strong leadership 
to the university through this transition period.”

Dr. Janz has served WSU since 2008 as associate vice president for Academic Affairs and CIO and added the role of dean of 
the library in 2015. In these roles, he provides leadership and vision for the planning and implementation of information 
services that support the teaching, learning, and research mission of the University. Janz also leads university strategic 
planning efforts by working collaboratively with faculty, staff, students.

"I look forward to the opportunity to serve our students, faculty, staff, and greater Winona State community as interim 
president," said Janz. "Winona State University is a strong institution, and our current successes are just a starting point. I am 
grateful to help guide the University over this next year, as we approach the selection and appointment of our next president."

Janz's previous appointments include serving Indiana State University as the director of the Center for Instruction, Research, 
and Technology from 2003 to 2008, and as the director of information technology – College of Education from 1998 to 2003. 
He holds bachelor’s degrees from Dickinson State University (ND), a master’s degree from North Dakota State University, and 
a doctorate from Indiana State University.

Janz succeeds Scott R. Olson, who has served as president of Winona State University since 2012 and recently accepted an 
appointment to serve as the chancellor of Minnesota State.

The search for a permanent president of WSU will be launched in the fall.

BE SEEN • BE HEARD • BELONG 
JOIN THE CHAMBER!


	Page_1
	Page_2



