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O�cers:
Andrew Puetz – Chair 
Katrice Sisson – Chair Elect
Michael Charron – Past Chair 
Randy Skarlupka – Treasurer
Kyle Rupprecht – At Large

Retiring 2022:
Michael Charron 
Dan Rivers 
Kyle Rupprecht
Randy Skarlupka
Ellen Smith

Retiring 2023:
Andrea Northam
Dave Pederson
Kelly Pronschinske
Andy Puetz
Mike Dieter

Retiring 2024:
Dr. Marsha Danielson
Janneke Sobeck
Katrice Sisson
Jared Literski
Kendra Maggert

Sta�:
Christie Ransom – President & CEO

Kay Mathews – Vice President of Finance 
and Operations

Emma Ebbinger – Director of Workforce 
and Business Development

Ben Strand – Main Street Program Manager

- OUR VISION -

ABOUT THE CHAMBER

Be the Foremost Resource and Advocate 
for Businesses in the Winona Area
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Flourishing Amid 
Transformation
Christie Ransom, President & CEO
Winona Area Chamber of Commerce

Navigating transition in an organization can be 
challenging. It can also create uncertainty if we 
allow it to. As we have made massive shifts and 
transformation as an organization over the past 3 
years, we have become less uncertain and more 
prepared to embrace shifts in a myriad of ways. 
Recently, we found ourselves side by side many 
other businesses as we step into the workforce 
search for two key positions that will be critical to 
our growth and success. 

We have recently hired Emma Ebbinger as our 
Director of Workforce and Business Development. 
We could not be more thrilled to have her on our 
team and know that she will dive into a very 
profound business need, workforce, and �nd 
innovative and pivotal ways to create solutions. 
Additionally, Emma will work alongside MSCS and

regional businesses through our new career 
academy-based workforce pipeline program. While 
those are very large tasks, her role will encompass 
so much more in the workforce and business 
development arena. We are so blessed to have her 
working on behalf of our area businesses, and we 
can’t wait for you all to meet you.

As we look to the future with Emma, we are sad to 
see one of our own move on. Amanda Steine has 
been a part of the Winona Area Chamber of 
Commerce since September of 2018. She was a very 
important part of our team and we will miss her 
greatly but are so excited for her new adventure. We 
just hired a new Director of Marketing and 
Communications to ful�l that role and know that we 
have found another perfect �t to �ll our team.  

We are looking ahead and excited at the new ways 
that we can evolve and expand our approach to 
serve our businesses and our community and thank 
you for your support as we go through our newest 
transformation.

Main Street May
Newsletter
Ben Strand, Program Manager
Main Street Program

The smell of spring has (sort of) started permeating 
the air here, which means summer is just around the 
corner. It also means that event season is upon us! 
We can’t wait to kick o� the season with the Main 
Street Program’s Parade of Trucks on Saturday, May 
21 from 9 a.m.-Noon. 

Last we switched the event to a parade style format, 
and everyone LOVED it, which means we’re sticking 
with the parade style going forward! We’ll have 
more than 25 participants, which means no 
shortage of cool vehicles for your kids to interact 
with. The parade begins promptly at 9 a.m. and 
goes from East Front Street (along the Mississippi 
River behind Levee Park) to Johnson Street and 
ends on 3rd Street. Once the parade is over kids will 
be able to interact with all the vehicles until Noon!

Thank you to our sponsors Winona Health 
Main Street Clinic, Allstate Peterbilt, and 
Rihm Kenworth for helping make this 
free, family-friendly event possible. 

Preceding Parade of Trucks on Friday, May 20 from 
4-10 p.m. is the 3rd iteration of Dine Out Downtown! 
We’re seeking artisan vendors who would like to set 
up shop and sell their wares during Dine Out 
Downtown outside Merchant’s Bank on 3rd Street. 
Live music and entertainment will be provided at 
Peter’s Biergarten and Blooming Grounds, so bring 
your lawn chairs/camping chairs, a healthy appetite, 
and come enjoy great food, drinks, deserts, and live 
entertainment in the heart of our downtown!

New Sta� Member
Emma Ebbinger, Director of Workforce 
and Business Development

I am currently a student at Winona State University 
studying Human Resource Management and 
Business Administration and will graduate 
December 2022. I was recently hired on as Director 
of Workforce and Business Development and I am 
diving right in to all that the position entails! I am 
grateful for the opportunity to be working for the 
Winona Area Chamber of Commerce knowing that I 
will get to be a part of the innovation and changes 
that are integrated throughout our community. This 
opportunity hits very close to home as I was born

and raised in this beautiful town and have a strong 
connection with members in the community.

I am looking forward to working with local and 
surrounding businesses to build member 
relationships, gain an understanding of their 
workforce, and support them how and when they 
need us. A project I recently started working with is 
the new workforce pipeline program utilizing a 
career academy approach in collaboration with 
Minnesota State College Southeast. I am excited to 
continue building and expanding the program 
through exposing students to the multitude of 
industries that Winona has to o�er and providing 
them with skills that will allow them to �nd 
meaningful employment opportunities.

BE SEEN • BE HEARD • BELONG
JOIN THE CHAMBER!

It’s not just business as usual in Winona. The potential dividends from an
investment in the Winona Area Chamber of Commerce are unlimited,

because what develops at the Chamber is everyone’s business.
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BIZ BITES

Hawkins Ash CPAs has a new Certi�ed Public Accountant (CPA) in the �rm’s Winona, MN, 
o�ce.  Associate Hunter Drake recently achieved his CPA designation from the Minnesota 
State Board of Accountancy. To qualify, he had to pass a rigorous, four-part written exam, 
have 150 credit hours of higher education, and demonstrate at least a year of experience in 

public or private accounting.  Hunter joined Hawkins Ash CPAs in May 2019, after completing 
two internships with Hawkins Ash during the previous two tax seasons.  “I cannot express my gratitude 
for all of the support and words of encouragement I have received from my colleagues.  Working in an 
environment where others know how di�cult it can be to work full-time and study, provides some 
assurance that the daunting task is possible,” said Drake.  “The challenges within the public accounting 
industry remind me to re�ect back on all of the work I have completed and know that I can be proud of 
my career.”  In his current role with the �rm, Hunter focuses on corporate, partnership and high net-worth 
individual tax returns, as well as performing employee bene�t plan audits.  In addition to becoming a 
CPA, Hunter has earned a Bachelor of Science in Finance and a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting, 
both from Winona State University.

Dawn Stenberg, Mortgage Lender at Merchants Bank, was named a Top Producing Loan 
O�cer by Minnesota Housing at the Silver Level for her Single Family homeownership 
program loan production volume during 2021.  “Being a mortgage lender is incredibly 

rewarding for me personally,” shared Stenberg. “The most ful�lling moments are when I 
have customers in my o�ce who are nervous or hesitant about getting approved and we are 

able to make their home ownership dreams come true. Those tears of joy are when I know we have 
accomplished our mission.”  Housing is a foundation for success, and Minnesota Housing participating 
lenders and their Top Producers are committed to helping homebuyers build equity and wealth through 
successful homeownership, so that all Minnesotans live in a stable, safe home they can a�ord in a 
community of their choice.  “Our values really align with Minnesota Housing’s commitment and we at 
Merchants don’t take our role lightly,” explained Andrew Guzzo, Chief Banking O�cer & 
President-Winona. “Being a partner in ful�lling homeownership dreams starts by educating our clients on 
all the options available to them – and if they’re not in a position to buy now, helping them understand 
what they may need to work on to get there.”

Tincture of Thyme Healthcare celebrated 
the grand opening of their new clinic in the heart of 
Downtown Winona (53 East Third Street, Suite 201) 
with an Ambassador’s Ribbon Cutting during the 
Healthcare Fair in the end of March.  Suola Spa 
specializes in salt therapy, or Halotherapy, and 
sauna therapy.  They have a beautiful tranquil 
space that will help anyone to just breath and relax. 

Tincture of Thyme Healthcare o�ers 21st century 
and time-honored treatments that are delivered by 
certi�ed family nurse practitioner Donna Kamann, 
skilled in medicine and herbalism.  Tincture of 
Thyme is o�ering live or virtual visits.  Donna o�ers 
a unique model of care, combining holistic nursing 
expertise, medical assessment, and diagnosis with 
treatment in a safe, comfortable, soothing 
environment. 

To learn more about Tincture of Thyme Healthcare 
contact Owner and Nurse Practitioner, Donna 
Kamann at 507.474.7015, visit them online at 
www.tinctureofthymehealthcare.com, or stop by 
Tincture of Thyme Healthcare at 53 East Third 
Street, Suite 201.

Pictured with Chamber Ambassadors and Sta�: 
Owner, Donna Kamann

Edward Jones – Alana Wilson celebrated 
their new location at 1658 West 9Th Street with an 
Ambassadors Ribbon Cutting in late April!  Edward 
Jones specializes in helping individual investors 
rather than institutions and as a privately-owned 
company, they’re able to focus on relationships 
rather than shareholder returns.

They've consistently been ranked among the best 
companies to work for by FORTUNE magazine, and 
their employees tend to stay with them for years. 
As a privately-owned company, Edward Jones has 
a very personal feel that's almost like family. Out of 
their partnership structure grows a spirit of 
collaboration. They have a shared focused on 
doing what's best for their clients, their 
communities, and one another.

To learn how Edward Jones – Alana Wilson can help 
you give them a call at 507.615.0470 or stop by 
their new o�ce 1658 West 9th Street.

Pictured with Chamber Ambassadors and Sta�: 
Branch O�ce Administrator, Terrie Lueck and Edward 
Jones Advisor, Alana Wilson

RIBBON CUTTING

Dallas Fitch Photography is owned and 
operated by Dallas Fitch, a natural light 
photographer out of Pickwick, MN. Dallas shoots 
mainly in Winona, MN but does also service the 
LaCrosse, WI. Dallas loves all things simple and 
vintage - her favorite place to be is a wide-open �eld 
capturing tiny little �ngers and toes and the love and 
connection between families. In 2021 Dallas decided 
to put down some roots and opened a studio in 
downtown Winona! 

To learn more about Dallas Fitch Photography contact 
owner and Dallas Fitch at 507.313.6295, visit her online at 
www.dallas�tchphotography.mypixieset.com or stop by 
Dallas Fitch Photography’s Studio at 201 East Third Street.

A�ac- Megan Mraz o�ers an extra layer of 
protection for life’s speed bumps. A�ac o�ers a wide 
range of insurance policies to help you feel con�dent 
about your coverage.  Options include accident, 
cancer, critical illness, life, hospital, short-term 
disability, dental, and vision insurance.

To learn more about A�ac contact Megan Mraz at 
507.458.3862, visit them online at 
www.a�ac.com/agents/megan_mraz.aspx, or stop by 
Megan’s A�ac O�ce at 105 North Street in Lewiston!

Luxury Nails is a full service nail salon located 
across from Walmart here in Winona!  They invite 
everyone to come see them; they’ll take you to a new 
level of LUXURY! Their salon o�ers the newest 
generation of polish with results of nothing short of 
brilliant!

To learn more about Luxury Nails or to book an 
appointment contact them at 507.474.7727, visit them 
online at go.booker.com/luxurynailsspa, or stop by the 
salon at 1035 Frontenac Drive, Suite A.

Pete’s Bar in Dresbach is located along The 
Mighty Mississippi River.  It’s the perfect stop for a 
cold beer or a delicious Heggies Pizza!  Pete’s Bar is a 
local, low-key neighborhood bar that features 
dartboards, a dart league, meat ra�es, and bean bag 
league.  Pete’ Bar also o�ers o�-sale, a beautiful 
patio, and tons of fun!

To learn more about Pete’s Bar give them a call at 
507.643.6660, visit them on Facebook, or better yet, just 
stop by located at 46817 Riverview Drive La Crescent, MN.

Confections by Courtney is a home bakery 
owned by Courtney Ransom who is a graduate of 
Auguste Esco�er Culinary School in Boulder, CO with 
a degree in Baking and Pastry Arts. Courtney 
specializes in cakes, cupcakes, tru�es, tartes, and 
breads. With a cottage license, let her make your next 
event special!

To learn more about Confections by Courtney contact 
owner Courtney Ransom at 
confections.bycourtneyransom@gmail.com or visit her on 
Facebook at facebook.com/confectionsbycourtneywinona

Minnesota Equestrian Center hosts 
multiple horse related festivities, shows, and events 
for approximately 10 months out the year. These 
events are typically free and open to the public 
during the event days and normal business hours. 
Shows are 2-4 days each. The Minnesota Equestrian 
Center is a fun and free family friendly activity!

To learn more about the Minnesota Equestrian Center 
contact owner Jessica Rivers at 507.458.8464 or visit them 
online at MinnesotaEquestrian.com

Winona Athletic Club is a long-standing 
Winona bar on the east side of Winona.  
Conveniently located right o� of Mankato Ave,  the 
Winona Athletic Club has entered the masses for 
generations.  They o�er a full bar with the occasional 
burger night!  Join them on certain weekends for live 
music, themed parties, or just for an ice cold beer!

To learn more about Winona Athletic Club, contact them at 
507.452.8390, visit them Facebook, or or better yet, just stop 
by located at 773 East Fifth Street, Winona.

BE SEEN • BE HEARD • BELONG
JOIN THE CHAMBER!

NEW MEMBERS
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